EDITORIAL high-impact applications in Biomedicine. The Journal aims to improve the quality of both the research and the resulting products in the field, thanks in particular to its focus on the application and potential for application of the proposed results. The new name will help the Journal to successfully continue to enhance discussion among all the different research areas involved in the Biomaterials field such as chemistry, physics, medicine, biology, mechanics, and engineering.
Second, and as of the first issue of 2012, the journal will only be published online. We are sure this decision will not affect the Journal's visibility because, as researchers, we are all aware that the availability of electronic versions of the articles, something easily achievable online, is today the most powerful way to reach all potential readers worldwide. The printed ISNN version will be maintained, meaning that the journal can be published in printed version if required, but only in the case of dedicated special issues.
As Editors in Chief of the Journal, we are sure these two actions will help the Journal to fulfill its mission, move forward and help its dissemination, quality, and international reputation to grow further.
Yours faithfully, The Editors in Chief of JABB

Alberto Cigada, Francisco Xavier Gil, James Kirkpatrick, Luigi Nicolais Paolo Tranquilli Leali
The Journal of Applied Biomaterials and Biomechanics (JABB; website: www.jabb.biz) has already commenced its tenth year of life. During this time, several key goals have been achieved: in 2008, JABB was indexed in Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition of Thomson Scientific, in 2010 it was indexed in Medline, and the same year the Journal was notified of its first Impact Factor. JABB is now also present in Current Contents and has been included in Science Citation Index Expanded (SciSearch) and Materials Science Citation Index.
JABB has grown over the years and gained an international reputation and credibility thanks to those who have contributed with their time and effort.
The Editors in Chief, together with the Journal's Scientific Committee have now decided to begin two key initiatives to strongly enhance JABB visibility in the scientific world and provide readers with the best stateof-the-art topics in the Journal's main area of interest.
First, the Journal of Applied Biomaterials & Biomechanics is going to change its name to Journal of Applied Biomaterials & Functional Materials. This decision represents the final step of the challenging project already started with "Nanomedicine" and the following "Related Science" sections.
One of the Journal's main aims is to represent a multidisciplinary tool to communicate and share the most recent scientific information and knowledge in the field of Materials for Biomedical applications. Accordingly, the Journal has to take into consideration the most recent development in the Biomedical research field, that is the design of "functional materials" for new
